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Flood Recovery Tips 

Heavy spring runoff or major Storm Events 
can alter or damage local streambanks or prop-
erty in the Bear Creek or Turkey Creek Drain-
ages.  Use basic smart practices for stream 
health when you fix erosion problems on your 
property or in streamways.  Always remember that prior to any work in 
the floodplain, a permit is required from the Jefferson County Planning & 
Zoning Division or Clear Creek County. 
 
Streams do not naturally stay in their banks, they ñmeanderò.  Making 
straight channels will make the erosion problem much worse the next time 
it floods.  Straight channels increase flow velocities and cause even more 
streambank destabilization.   

The Bear Creek Watershed 

Association protects and re-

stores water and environ-

mental quality within the 

Bear Creek Watershed from 

the effects of land use.  

Clear Creek County 
Jefferson County 
City of Lakewood 
Town of Morrison 
Aspen Park Metropolitan District 
Brook Forest Inn 
Conifer Sanitation Association 
Conifer Metropolitan District 
Denver Water Department 
Evergreen Metropolitan District 
Forrest Hills Metropolitan District 
Genesee Sanitation & Water District 
Geneva Glen 
Jefferson County School District  
Kittredge Water & Sanitation District 
Tiny Town Foundation, Inc. 
West Jefferson County Metropolitan District 
Evergreen Trout Unlimited 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

§ Think natural or native vegetation  

§ Donôt introduce invasive species  

§ Do stabilize and revegetate damaged streambanks 

§ Do replace lost bank materials 

§ Donôt add construction debris to streambanks 

§ Do repair driveway and property erosion  

§ Improve stream crossings to minimize bank erosion 

§ Let stream channels meander naturally 

§ Donôt build rock dams that trap sediments  

§ Rock deflector structures along streambanks that cause the 

stream flow to meander will reduce flow velocity, allow natural 

sediment movement, improve fishery habitat and reduce bank 

erosion 

§ Water from big storm 

events is very power-

ful and can quickly 

wash away landscap-

ing, streambanks, and 

property without 

good armoring mate-

rials and practices 


